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ANNUAL  REPORT  OE  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  fo: 

2 XeFfXLnAiniL  DECEMBER  31ST,  1940. __  


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

The  Report  his  year  is  a summary  of  the 
conditions  affectii  ; health,  dravm  up  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Section  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District 


Area  (in  acres)  

Residential  Population 

(Registrar  General's  figure) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses. 

Rateable  value.  


.. ,82,559 

...21,740 
...  6,529 
. .£99,584 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate£  380. 
Number  of  parishes  in  district.  34. 


The  population  figure  shows  an  increase  over  that 
of  last  year,  when  the  figure  given  was  18,890,  and  is 
more  closely  related  to  my  estimate  of  the  residential 
population  given  during  previous  years. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births. 

Legitimate  - Male,  134;  Female,  109)  Tot al. 
Illegitimate -Male  6;  Female,  5)  254. 

Birth  rate-11 

Deaths. 

Male,  115;  Female,  144.  Total  - 259.  Death  raoO-1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year. 

Legitimate  - Male,  3;  Female,  5)  Total. 
Illegitimate-Male,  0;  Female,  0)  8. 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  births)  ~ 28. 

still-birth  Rate . 

Legitimate  - Male,  3;  Female,  5)  Total. 

Illegitimate -Male , 0;  Female,  0)  ~ 6. 

Still  Birth  Rate  - *3. 

For  purposes  of  comparison,  the  rates  for  England  & 
Wales  are  given :- 

Birth  rate  ...  ...  14*6 

Death  rate 14*3 

Infant  mortality  rate.  55 
Still-birth  rate  ...  *55. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


Heart  & circulatory  system. . 

89. 

Respiratory  system  ... 

• • • 

36. 

Malignant  disease  ..4 

• • • 

27. 

Appendicitis  ...  ... 

• • • 

3. 

Influenza  ...  ... 

• • • 

7. 

Tuberculosis  

• • • 

10. 

Diphtheria  ....  ... 

• • • 

3. 

Maternal  death..  ... 

• • # 

1. 

There  were  no  deaths' from  scarlet  fever,  measles,  whooping 
cough  or  infantile  diarrhoea.  The  infantile  mortality  was  low, 
as  were  also  the  birth-rate  and  death-rates.  These  were  nearly 
equal. 


These  results  are  satisfactory  in  some  ways,  but  of  course, 
the  birth-rate,  which  is  the  really  important  figure,  is  too  low. 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  cases  were  notified :- 


Chickenpox. 37. 

Diphtheria. 15. 

Erysipelas 2. 

Measles 128. 

Pneumonia 8. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 1. 

Scarlet  Fever 24. 

Tuberculosis 16. 

Vi/hooping-cough 81. 


There  was  a slight  epidemic  of  Measles  which  was  continuant 
toward  the  end  of  the  year.  The  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  cases 
were  treated  at  the  North  Herts.  Isolation  Hospital. 
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There  was  an  increase  of  infectious  disease,  "but 
fortunately  many  of  the  cases  'were  mild  and  we  do  not  expect 
another  measles  epidemic  for  some  years.  The  serious  bases 
were  treated  at  the  North  Herts,  Hospital,  and  the  expansion 
or  this  Hospital  is  an  urgent  matter. 

Preparation  for  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was 
well  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year  under  review. 

The  number  of  evacuees  in  the  district  was  well 
maintained  during  the  year,  while  there  was  a marked  increase 
in  the  number  of  refugees  and  expectant  mothers’  accommodation. 
An  additional  Emergency  Hospital  was  established  in  the 
district  during  the  year. 

Section  B. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services* 

1.  Public  Health  Officials: 

(a)  Medical.. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  Officer, 
holding  a Diploma  in  Public  Health.  He  is  also 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Hitchin  Urban  and 
Royston  Urban  Districts;  is  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  County' and  Medical  Superintendent  of 
the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b ) Sanitary. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  Certificate 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Board  (London) 
1920,  including  the  qualification  as  an  Inspector  of 
Meat  and  other  foods. 

The  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  holds  the  Certifies 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  (Joint)  Board 
and  also  the  Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  as  an  Inspector 
of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 


Laboratory  fa  c 1 1 i t is s ^ Hospital  facilities,  etc. 

There  have  been  no  changes  or  development  in  these 
services  during  the  year.  The  position  will,  therefore, 
stand  as  stated  in  my  last  report. 
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Section  C 


Sanitary  Ciroumst ;ances  of  fee  Jb  -^a . 

Water  Supplies. 

The  District  is  well  supplied  with  water  from  the 
following  sources 

Braughing-Hit chin  Joint  Supply,  with  borehole  at 
Chipping  and  a Water  Tower  at  Therfield. 

Offley-Lilley , etc*  Scheme,  with  borehole  pumps  at 
Kings  Walden  and  Water  Towers  at  Off ley.  Tea 
Green  & Whitwell. 

This  Supply  was  extended  to  link  up  with  the 
Council’s  Supply  at  Cockernhoe. 

Other  Water  Undertakings  owned  by  the  Council  are 
situated  at:- 

Ashwell,  Codicote,  Peters  Green,  Pirton, 

Weston  ...  & Wymondley. 

In  addition,  water  is  taken  in  bulk  from  other  Local 
Authorities  as  follows 

Hitchin  Urban  District  - for  Ickleford  & St.  Ippollitts. 

Stevenage  ” ” " Graveley  & Todds  Green. 

Hertford  Rural  ” Shephall. 

An  extension  of  the  Council’s  mains  of  the  Offley-Lilley 
Scheme  from  Kimpton  to  Blackmore  End,  has  afforded  a satisfac- 
tory supply  to  about  50  properties  in  that  area,  previously 
supplied  from  a private  undertaking  - from  a deep  we 11,  the 
quality  of  which  supply  gave  the  Council  cause  for  concern, 
owing  to  the  possibility  of  pollution  from  nearby  cesspools. 

The  supply  to  the  village  of  Hexton  is  still  a matter 
for  concern  and  regular  samples  are  taken  of  the  one  source 
of  supply  - a shallow  well  on  the  Cross-roads  which  has 
constantly  yielded  the  best  results.  A scheme  for  the 
extension  of  the  piped  supply  from  Lilley-Offley  scheme,  has 
been  prepared  and  awaits  approval. 

Privately  owned  Water  Undertakings  supply  water  tc 
the  General  Public  as  follows 

Knebworth  Estates,  Ltd.  to  Knebworth  from  Well  & Borehole. 

Country  Holidays  Ltd.  to  Bygrave  ” deep  Borehole. 

Newnham  Hall  Supply  - to  Newnham  ” deep  Borehole. 


There  are  still  many  properties,  notably  scattered  houses 
which  obtain  water  from  private  supplies,  while  the  Council 
also  control  supplies  to  Council  Houses  at  Had we 11 , Newnham 
and  Langley.  These  are  obtained  from  deep  boreholes  on  the 
respective  sites. 

Examination  of  Supplies. 

In  continuation  of  the  system  of  examination  of  water 
supplies  set  up  and  reported  on  1 as r year:- 

2 samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  full 
Bacteriological  and  Che '’leal  Examination. 

97  samples  taken  and  subm.:  /bed  for  Bacteriological 
Examination  only* 


Of  these,  75  were  entirely  satisfactory. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal . 

There  were  no  extensions  of  sewers  during  the  year,  and  it 
is  with  regret  that  one  has  to  record  the  temporary  abandonment 
owing  to  war  conditions,  of  the  schemes  already  well  developed, 
for  providing  new  sewers  in  the  district.  These  were , and  still 
are,  badly  needed.  The  increased  volume  of  sewage,  consequent 
on  the  reception  into  the  area  of  3 to  4,000  evacuees  and  refugees, 
together  with  a volume  of  private  receptions,  has  taxed  the 
present  sewage  outfalls  often  beyond  capacity,  and  has  called  for 
constant  vigilance  from  the  Surveyor  and  his  staff.  One  can  only 
express  the  hope  that  the  provision  of  such  sewers  will  form  part 
of  the  urgent  work  to  be  undertaken  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities. 


Public  Cleansing , Be f u s e Collection  Disposal  and  Salvage . 

The  importance  of  this  work  has  been  stressed  from  time  to 
time,  but  on  no  occasion  has  its  value  to  the  community  been 
’ociized  as  fully  as  at  the  present  time.  The  extension  of  th ^ 
; T1.  /ioo  reported  on  last  year,  was  a fortunate  prelude  to  the 
Ja ; . ret. go  drive,  the  duty  in  connection  with  which  was  made 
u .puisory  on  Local  Authorities  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  purchase  of  an  additional  vehicle  in  July  of  that  yes.? 

,1  the  appointment  of  two  additional  men,  has  been  fully 
justified  by  results. 


The  total  approximate  weight  of  Refuse  Collection  during  the 
year  and  of  materials  salvaged  since  the  salvage  scheme  was 
put  into  operation,  is  given  in  the  following  table :- 


Approximate  weight  of  all  materials  collected 

(for  theVycar 

Salvage  materials  sold  to  December  193D. . . . 


• • • 


2 t'fo 

1349  tons. 
210  " 


• • • 


v midi  figures  show  that  Ih/i '■>  of  the  materials  collected  since 
-3  une  30 tli , w as  Salva  go . 


The  Salvage  Committee,  a 
and  the  Salvage  Officer,  Mr. 
arc  to  he  commended  for  the 
p id  on  its  initial  success, 
no  reason  to  doubt. 


rider  its  Chairman , Mr.  T.C.  Bowyer 
X.ih  Hud  a on , of  this  department , 
amount  of  work  put  into  the  sell  ’ 
the  continuance  of  which  there  is 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  tho_ Area, 


Prom.  the  information  suppl 
it  will  he  noted  that  this  sen 
const  ant  attention  and  that  o- 
arid  i..'.G'i3 ing , leave  tanon  a.  go 


co.  hy  your  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
ct  of  the  work  has  received 
tors  relating  to  Public  Health 
share  of  the  Inspectors’  time. 


During  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  under  review,  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector' was  engaged  mostly  on  Air  Raid 
Precautions  work  as  A*  FoP,  Officer  and  on  work  in  connection 
with  Evacuation  as  Chief  Billeting  Officer,  hut  the  strain  of 
this  work  proved  too  much,  so  that  in  May  it  was  found  necessary 
to  relieve  him  of  these  duties,  since  when,  and  following  a 
brief  period  of  sick  leave , the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 
has  been  engaged  almost  entire].:/  on  matters  directly  connected 
with  the  maintenance  of  Public  Health-, 


The  figures  supplied  are  as  follows : -- 
Total  number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes  - 3,073. 
Divided  as  follows:- 


Eor  defects  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ... 

Eor  defects  under  the  Eao  uory  <n  Workshop  Acts. 
Eor  the  prevention  of  Infectious  Disease.... 

As  to  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools.  ... 
Inspections  under  the  Milk  & Dairies  Order.. 
Inspections  of  slaugh'ner-housos , butchers  shops 
Eor  the  prevention  of  Nuisances.  ...  ... 

inspections  of  drainage,  conversions , etc.,. 


poc  Mona  of  wafer  suppli t- 

s and  sampling, . 

CO* 

155. 

ervislon  of  Refuse  Cello c 

Mon  and  Disposal 

o « © o 

233. 

Salvage, 

O l*  <*  9 ooo  • c o 

• • o 

BOO. 

poet  ions  re  Plugs  and  Mice 

Destruction. . . . 

• • 

34. 

pactions  under-  Chops  Act, 

1 034. 

-L-  c/m  ..  o e o go#  ••• 

• • • 

25. 

iassified.  (A»RUP0 , Eood 

Decontamination , 

etc.  ) 

2S6, 

411. 

83. 
115. 

44. 
482. 
etc. 273, 
363. 
. . 25  S 


Section  D, 


Housing. 


While  routine  house-  to  house 
Housing  Act,  is  mostly  in  abeyance, 


inspection  under  the 
it  has  been  possible 


daring  the  year  to  maintain  a good  measure  of  work  of  repair 
in  dwelling-houses  by  informal  action,  following  visits  of 
inspection  on  complaint  and  otherwise.  Action  under  Section 
1 of  the  Housing  Act  1936,  was  taken  in  relation  to  Six 
Cottages  at  Ashwoll.  No  orders  under  Section  11  of  the  Act 
were  made. 

From  the  progress  return  submitted  by  the  Surveyor,  it  is 
noted  that  27  new  dwelling-houses  wero  completed  during  the 
year,  while  Sanitary  Improvements  were  effected  in  existing 
dwelling-houses  as  follows 


He -drainage  , , 24, 

Sanitary  improve  including  drainage...  45. 

Other  improvemc1-  and  alterations  21. 

5 dwelling-houses  only  wore  re-conditioned  by  Owners  with 
the  aid  of  Grant  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Act, 


Section  rh_ 

Inspection  and  Supervision  o_f  Pood . 

Milk  Supply. 

Regular  inspections  of  all  Cowsheds  in  the  district  were 
made,  to  ensure  the  maintenance  of  cleanliness  in  milk 
production  and  that  so  far  as  possible,  a wholesome  milk 
reaches  the  consumer.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
standard  of  production  generally,  continues  to  improve  and 
that  in  spite  of  the  difficulty,  due  to  shortage  of  labour, 
the  importance  of  cleanliness  in  production,  is  in  evidence 
and  constantly  stressed  by  employer  and  employee  alike. 

Of  the  149  Registered  Producers  in  the  district , 34  are 
licenced  for  the  production  of  Accredited  Milk  and  14  for 
the  production  of  T.T.  Milk.  Samples  of  these  products  are 
t ken  regularly  by  the  County  Council  and  the  results 
w mmunicated  to  this  department. 
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I.Ic at  and  other  jfoods. 

During  the  year  visits  were  made  to  slaughter-houses 
and  animals  inspected,  as  set  out:- 


Numb oi 

• of  animals  inspected# 

Be^as^ts.  Sheep . Pigs. 

97.  109.  54. 

Calves. 

1. 

Total 

w ’eight  condemned  for 

Tuberculosis  & other  diseases . 1643  lbs.  30  lbs. 491  lbs.~ 


These  figures  arc  very  much  loss  than  those  shown  in 
my  last  Report,  for  the  reason  that  during  the  year  there 
was  a noteablc  change  in  matters  relating  to  Meat  Inspection 
by  reason  of  the  introduction  of  the  Government  Scheme  of 
Centralized  Slaughtering,  whereby  all  the  regular  slaughtering 
usually  carried  out  in  the  16  slaughter-houses  in  the  Rural 
District,  was  transferred  to  Hitchin  and  Let chworth , the  meat 
being  delivered  to  depots  in  the  district  for  distribution  to 
the  retail  butchers  shops# 

Regular  inspection  of  these  premises  and  of  the  meat 
offered  for  sale,  has  been  maintained  and  all  occasional 
slaughtering  under  licences  by  the  Food  Control  Department 
and  emergency  slaughtering,  have  been  checked  by  the 
Inspectors,  following  receipt  of  notices  from  the  Food  Control 
Offices. 

All  Bakehouses  and  other  Food  Stores,  including  Vans 
for  the  delivery  of  food,  were  inspected  and  defects  noted 
and  remedial  measures  effected  on  informal  notice  only. 
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Tuberculosis  Regulations^ 


Table.  of  Now  .Cases  and  Mo:r qalij- ?,i_  for  the  year. 


It  will  bo  noted  that  16  now  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  reporte 
a- -ng  the  year  (including  5 transferred  from  Danger  Area  under 
ration  Scheme)  as  against  23  new  cases  in  1939,  and  it  is  ag 
j sing  to  note  that  C patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  e 
e.jrted  cured. 

' Conclusion. 

" For  the  second  year  of  the  war  period,  and  at  the  Ministry ?s 
request,  this  report  is  submitted  in  an  abridged  form,  it  being 
ealized  that  much  of  the  efforts  of  the  Council,  Committees  and 
Officers,  have  been  directed  to  matters  of  Civil  Defence.  It  j.s  , 
however,  gratifying  to  know  that  the  health  of  the  district 


w 
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continues  to  be  satisfactory  and  in  many  aspects  is  improved, 
notwithstanding  the  exceptional  strain  imposed  on  all  the 
services  by  the  increase  of  the  population,  due  to  war 
conditions,  and  I would  express  my  sincere  appreciation  of 
the  co-operation  received  from  all  Members  of  the  Council 
and  Staff  in  these  matters. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


(Signed)  NORMAN  MACFADYNN . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


J8  J LY  194< 


S 


-*  • 


t 

* 

* 


» 

> 


i 

( 


